Florida Atlantic University

MUS — Applied Graduate Orchestral Conducting, variable credits (1-2)
Spring 2008
Basic Information

Instructor: Dr. Laura Joella

Office: A&L 235

Office Hours:  TBA.  Please check the Faculty Information link on BlackBoard or on my office door.
Phone: 561-297-2262

Email: joella@fau.edu

Course Time: TBA

Course Location: A&L 235

Course Description

This course is designed for Master’s level students.  The focus of this course is an advanced in-depth study of standard orchestral repertoire in a wide variety of styles and periods as well as the study of the conducting and rehearsal techniques needed for the artistic realization of their performance through applied private lessons.  Score study including historical research and theoretical analysis are components of this course.  The goal of this course is to help students gain the requisite skills for organizing and directing orchestras at the elementary, junior and senior high school levels in both traditional and commercial music settings through study of the theory and practice of conducting orchestras as well as to prepare students to apply for further graduate study in orchestral conducting.  This course may be repeated for credit.
Course Procedure

Class sessions will be devoted to continued application of conducting, rehearsal and score preparation techniques, discussion, musical analysis, score study, observation, evaluation, singing and development of active listening skills through musical examples and applied conducting.  

Prerequisite
Prerequisite includes instructor permission

Corequisite 

Students must either perform as a member of the Symphony Orchestra or observe all the rehearsals as decided by the professor.  
Course Materials
1. assigned scores as needed
2. conducting baton
Practice Expectations 

· Students with 1 credit applied lessons (one hour lessons) must practice a minimum of one to two hours daily, or a minimum of 6 hours per week.  
· Students with 2 credit applied lessons (one hour lessons) must practice a minimum of two to three hours daily, or a minimum of 12 hours per week.  
Course Objectives

This course is designed to help students:

1. expand their knowledge of the standard orchestral repertoire and new orchestral works.  
2. expand their understanding and improve their competency in conducting and rehearsal techniques for orchestras. 

3. develop score study techniques.  

4. gain experience in reading, analyzing and interpreting full and condensed orchestral scores.

5. develop a deeper understanding and familiarity with specific works through intensive score study and observation.  

6. demonstrate at lessons a progressive understanding of the assigned works through the performance of conducting gestures and singing.  
7. gain a better understanding of performance, composition, and theoretical innovations in orchestral music through musical analysis and observation.  

8. develop their listening and aural skills to a higher level of perception.  
9. develop skill in observing and evaluating proficiency in their conducting and rehearsal techniques.

10. develop criteria for selection of materials suited to the various levels of orchestral ensembles.
11. apply and adapt the appropriate conducting techniques with an understanding of style period characteristics, performance practice, and the demands of the assigned scores.

12. prepare for a professional career in music.  
Course Requirements

The following standards must be met for all applied conducting students:
2. Two major works per semester is the minimum repertoire requirement.
3. Students are expected to conduct the major works in their entirety.  
4. Preparation is essential in this course!  There will be score study and preparation required for every class.  Students must practice assigned repertoire to the best of their abilities.  Weekly progress and completion of assigned pieces is expected.  If it is clear that a student is not prepared for lessons, the final letter grade will reflect those unprepared classes.
5. Score study and analysis of the assigned major works are required.  The student will be responsible for researching about the composer, genre, period, style, text, author, etc., and for marking their copy of the score with their personal markings and analysis.  
6. Students are responsible for purchasing the semester’s assigned literature.  
7. Students must either perform as a member of the Symphony Orchestra or observe all the rehearsals as decided by the professor.  
Attendance

Students must attend all lessons or give 24 hour advance notice of cancellation of lessons.  Cancelled lessons may be made up at my discretion.  Students who cancel or miss more than two lessons will receive a grade one letter grade lower.  
Grading
The final grade is a combination of four equally important factors, each accounting for 25% of the final grade: professional attitude, preparation, progress, and attendance.  These will be taken into consideration at every lesson.  Students are expected to show competency and improvement in every class.  Students who cancel or miss more than two lessons will receive a grade one letter grade lower.  If it is clear that a student is not prepared for lessons, the final letter grade will reflect those unprepared classes and lack of progress.  Applied lessons will be given a letter grade each week. 
Final grades will be assigned as follows:
93% - 100% 
A

90% - 92%
A-

87% - 89% 
B+

83% - 86% 
B

80% - 82% 
B-

77% - 79%  
C+

73% - 76% 
C

70% - 72% 
C-

67% - 69% 
D+

63% - 66% 
D

60% - 62% 
D-

0% - 59% 
F
Course Schedule

Weekly individualized lessons are paced according to the progress demonstrated by the student.  Assigned scores are addressed in every lesson.
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